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IWJE
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Iwje (memorial sign to ghetto prisoners)

ˈIwje

Town, centre of Iwje Rajon, Grodna Voblasc, on the Ivienka River. 158 km north-east
of Grodna, 131 km from Minsk, 10 km from the Gawja railway station (on the Lida —
Maladziechna line); it is connected with Valozhyn, Lida, Navagrudak by highways.

In 1940–2000, urban settlement.

In 1940, 3,100 inhabitants lived in Iwje.

During the Great Patriotic War
In the first days of the war, in the Iwje area, units of the 24th Samara-Ulyanovsk Iron Rifle
Division (major general K. M. Galitskij) fought against much larger enemy forces.

Iwje was invaded on June 29, 1941. German Nazi invaders killed 2,621 civilians in the urban
settlement and rajon, including more than 2.5 thousand ghetto prisoners. Iwje was badly
damaged.

The Iwje Underground Rajon Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus
and Iwje Underground Rajon Committee of the Leninist Young Communist League
of Belarus operated in the rajon; the S.M. Kirov Partisan Brigade, “Upierad” (onward)
Partisan Brigade, and Aleksandr Nevskij Partisan Brigade (all of Baranavichy Voblasc);
the Mstitel («Мститель»; lit. ‘avenger’) underground newspaper, i.e. the body of the Iwje
Underground Rajon Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus, was
published.

Iwje was liberated on July 7, 1944, by the soldiers of the 32nd Cavalry Division (major
general I. P. Kaliuzhnyj) of the 3rd Guards Cavalry Corps of the 3rd Belarusian Front
in the course of the Vilnius offensive of 1944.

In Iwje, there are:
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military cemeteries; mass graves of Soviet soldiers; ones of Soviet soldiers
and partisans; solitary graves of Soviet soldiers; monuments placed on the them;

2 km from the city, there is the Stonievichy memorial complex located at the place
of annihilation and burial of ghetto prisoners;

memorial sign in honour of compatriots who died during the Great Patriotic War.
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