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Astraviec (Victory monument)

Astraˈviec

Town, centre of Astraviec Rajon, Grodna Voblasc, on the Losha River. 202 km north-east
of Grodna, 149 km from Minsk, 5 km from the Gudagaj railway station
(on the Maladziechna — Vilnius line); connected with Ashmiany town by a highway.

Until 1958, village.

In 1958–2012, urban settlement.

In 1938, Astraviec had 580 inhabitants.

During the Great Patriotic War
Astraviec was invaded on June 27, 1941. German Nazi invaders killed 541 local inhabitants
in the village and rajon. In a number of communities, including Astraviec, ghettos were
formed. Most of the prisoners were taken out and slaughtered in Paneriai near Vilnius
(Lithuania).

The Astraviec Underground Rajon Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks)
of Belarus and Astraviec Underground Rajon Committee of the Leninist Young Communist
League of Belarus; the N. F. Gastello Partisan Brigade, K. E. Voroshilov Partisan Brigade
(Viliejka Voblasc), and Central Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus
Partisan Brigade operated in the rajon’s territory.

Astraviec was liberated on July 3, 1944, by the partisans of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus Brigade (commander N. I. Fiedorov)
and was held by them to July 6, 1944, until the approach of the troops of the 3rd Belarusian
Front which conducted the Vilnius offensive of 1944.

In Astraviec, there are:
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monument to compatriots, i.e. the Soviet soldiers and partisans who died during
the Great Patriotic War;

memorial plaque in honour of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) of the Belarus Partisan Brigade.
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