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Antopal (mass grave)

An'topal

Urban settlement in Dragichyn Rajon, Brest Voblasc. 28 km west of Dragichyn, 127 km
from Brest, 281 km from Minsk, 7 km from the Garadziec railway station (on the Brest —
Pinsk line); in the Kobryn — Dragichyn highway.

Until 1931, miastechka (small town), in 1931-1940, town.
In 1940-1959, centre of Antopal Rajon.

In 1940, 3,325 inhabitants lived in Antopal.

During the Great Patriotic War

Antopal was invaded on June 25, 1941. German Nazis killed 4,390 people in the settlement
and rajon, including in October 1942, 2.5 thousand ghetto prisoners in Antopal.

In the rajon territory, there were the Antopal Underground Rajon Committee
of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus and Antopal Underground Rajon Committee
of the Leninist Young Communist League of Belarus, the Ja. M. Sverdlov Partisan Brigade,

the G. I. Kotovskij Partisan Detachment (first strength), G. 1. Kotovskij Partisan Detachment
(second strength), S. M. Kirov Partisan Detachment (Brest Voblasc), the “Iskra” (spark)

Partisan Group.

Antopol was liberated on July 16, 1944 by the units of the 12th Guards Rifle Division (major
general D. K. Malkov) of the 9th Guards Rifle Corps of the 61st Army of the 1st Belarusian
Front in the course of the Belarusian Operation of 1944 (Operation Bagration of 1944).

In Antopal, there are:

e mass grave of the Soviet soldiers and partisans who died in 1939; mass grave
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of Soviet soldiers and partisans who died in 1944; grave of the fascism victims, i.e.
ghetto prisoners (1 km east of Antopal in Hvojniki urochyshcha); monuments were
raised on these graves.
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