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Karma, place of mass execution

Kar'ma

Urban settlement, centre of Karma Rajon, Gomiel Voblasc, hithe on the Sozh River. It is
located 94 km north of Gomiel, 278 km from Minsk, 55 km from the Ragachow railway
station (on the Magiliow — Zhlobin line); Karma is connected by highways with Chachersk,
Gomiel, Magiliow, Ragachow, Slawgarad.

In 1939, Karma had 2,436 inhabitants.

During the Great Patriotic War

On August 12, 1941, German troops broke through the defence front of the 13th Army
on the Sozh.

Karma was invaded on August 15, 1941. At the hands of German Nazi invaders,
1,173 people died in the urban settlement and rajon, more than 830 of them in Karma,
including more than 700 ghetto prisoners executed on November 7-8, 1941.

In May 1942, in the territory of the rajon, there was formed the Karma Partisan Detachment
which later became the 1st Gomiel Partisan Brigade.

The Karma Party-Komsomol Underground, the Karma Underground Rajon Committee

of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Belarus and Karma Underground Rajon Committee
of the Leninist Young Communist League of Belarus; the “Balshavik” (bolshevik) Partisan
Brigade, “Upierad” (onward) Partisan Brigade (Gomiel Voblasc), 1st Gomiel Partisan
Brigade, 10th Zhuravichy Partisan Brigade, 14th Ciomny Lies Partisan Brigade;

the independent Dobrush Partisan Detachment operated in the rajon.

Karma was liberated on November 25, 1943, by the troops of the 121st Guards [major
general L. D. Chyrvanij (L. D. Charvanij, L. D. Chyrvonij)] and 283rd (colonel V. A.
Konovalov) Rifle divisions of the 80th Rifle Corps (major general I. L. Ragulia)

in cooperation with the 117th Tank Brigade (colonel A. S. Voronkov) of the 3rd Army
(lieutenant general A. V. Gorbatov) of the Belarusian Front during the Gomiel-Rechyca
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offensive of 1943.

In the urban settlement, there are:

e mass graves of Soviet soldiers and partisans; ones of underground members;
the grave of the fascism victims, i.e. 1.5 thousand civilians of Karma and other
settlements of Gomiel Voblasc, tortured by the German Nazi invaders in 1941-1943;
single graves of unknown soldiers; monuments were raised on the graves;

e the ‘In honour of compatriots who fought on the fields of the Great Patriotic War’
memorial complex was built on the mass grave of Soviet soldiers and partisans;

e monument in honour of the liberating soldiers (with T-34 tank standing
on the pedestal);

e monument to the fascism victims, i.e. the ghetto prisoners.
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